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But pleasure and comfort are strangers to me. 
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THE PRISONER FOR LIFE. 
Written by one doomed to imprisonment in the 
State Prison during his term of natural life. 


Farewell, ye green fields, ye soft meadows, adieu, 
Ye rocks and ye woodlands, J hasten fiom you; 

No more shall my eyes with you: beauties be blest, 
No more shall ye sooth my sad bosom to rest. 


Ye birds now so lively on each v rdant spiay, 

Can sing all your sorrows and troubles away; 

Oh what would I give your pleasure to share, 

To stay where I please and to breathe the fresh air. 


Roll on, noble river, with grandeur and pride, 
Waft the stores of my country from every side, 
Bring a fall share of wealth, from the wide-spread- 


ing sea; 


No more shall I taste the fine breezes of morn, 

Nor view the soft shidows that steal over the lawn, 
Nor sun, moon nor stars shall again bless my sight, 
But the gloom of a prison in a cold, cheerless night, 


Oh! horror! my miseries they never can cease, 
Nor my bosom again know the solace of peace; 
The just laws of my country have fixed my sad 


doom, 
To be buried alive—a dark dungeon my tomb. 


By the goadings of guilt in the depth of despair, 

(What tongue can the height of my anguish declare, ) 

By the scorpions of justice I’m scourged from man- 
kind, 

I leave neither pity nor friendship behind. 


What is life without liberty? How oft have I said 
It sweetens pale poverty its pittance of bread. 
Oh, the pains of my prison extort my deep sigh, 
My heart sinks within me—I languish to die. 


Farewell all my friends, unwilling to own 
That such a vile outcast you ever have known; 
O the painful adieu to my children and wife— 


O pity and pardon 
A Prisoner For LIFE. 





From the Olive Branch. 
‘FATHER, FORGIVE THEM.’ 
A PARAPHRASE. 
Go, sceptic! search the ponderous tomes 
Of heathen wisdom o’er; 
Read learned Confucious’ pages through, 
And Socrates explore; 
Find, if thou canst, recorded there, 
An equal to this simple prayer. 


Reviled, insulted, crowned with thorns, 
And led away to die, 

No curse on man breaks from his lips, 
No anger lights his eyes. 

‘Father, forgive them!’ Jesus cries, 


SELECTIONS, 


CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. 
To the Editors of the London Daily News: 


GentLemen—I choose this time for ad- 
dressing to you the first of two or three let- 
ters on the subject of Capital Punishment, be- 
cause it seems to me that the importance of 
the question is very strongly presented to the 
public mind just now by a recent execution 
in Ireland; and the recent acquittal, in Eng- 
land, of one of the most cruel murderers of 
whom we have any record. And although 
there can be no doubt that sucha theme, of 
all others, should be considered with the 
calmest reference to its own broad Right or 
Wrong, and not with a limited appeal to its 
illustration in this or that instance; still I. ap- 
prehend that cases like these resolve them- 
selves so directly into th® general question, 
asto have a legitimate and very powerful 
bearing on it; and that no better occasion 
can be seized for reviving its discussion, than 
when such circumstances are generally re- 
membered. 

I wish to be distinctly understood, in the 
outset, as writing im no spirit of sympathy 
with the criminal. It will be @ patt of my 
purpose to endeavor to show, that the mor- 


bid and odious sentimentality which has been 
exhibited Of tase yours te fawran af +-Mane 


utterly unworthy of it, but drawing nigh to 
the gallows, is one of the evil concomitants 
of the Punishment of Death. And I desire to 
consider it with reference to the criminal, 
only in two points of view. To these, I will 
confine this introductory letter. 

First. Whether one of the two great objects 
of all punishment (reserving the second for 
its proper place) be not to reform the offend- 
er. Secondly. Whether an irrevocable Doom 
—which nothing ean recall, which no human 
power can set right if it be wrong, which may 
be wrongfully inflicted with the most just in- 
tention, and which, has been wrongtully inflict- 
ed with the most just intention, as we all 
know more than once—sh u'd ever be, pro- 
nounced by men of fallible and erring judg- 
ment, on their fellow-creatures. ; 

It may be urged that, in the preparation of a 
criminal for death, and in his devout recep- 
tion of religious comfort, and in his full con- 
fession and late repentance, his reformation is 
achieved and worked out. Reverend ordina- 
ries at Newgate and elsewhere have said so. 
Hosts of angels have been imagined, in enthu- 
siastic sermons, waiting to conduct the mur- 
derer to heaven; and strange parallels have 
even been suggested in such discources be- 
tween the Scaffold and the Cross. God for- 
bid that I should presume to measure, or 
doubt the mercy in store for the worst crimi- 
nal ever executed! But I do distinctly chal- 
lenge and dispute this kind of reformation. 
Besides, that reformation brought about by le- 
gal punishment, should be, to be satisfac‘ory, 
a living, lasting, growing one; working on, 
in degradation and humility, from day to day; 
and striving in its chains and labor, and long- 
distant Hope to make some atonement always; 
—besides this, I doubt the possibility of a 
great change being wrought in any man’s 
heart and nature, in the flush and fever of that 
flying interval between the Warrant and the 
Noose. I see the dreadful hurry of the 
time, expressed in every word and action 
that comes leaking through the prison-walls, 
to becaught up by the thirsty crowd outside, 
I see Hope, living on, and know it must live 
on, in some faint shape, until the Bell begins 
to toll. I see the restless mind wandering 
away, miserably, from the main theme of the 
repentant letter written in the cell; and while 
it tells of trust and steadfastness, having pow- 








And meekly bows his head, and dies. 


er to settle nowhere. I see the abject clinging 


—————__————— 





on to life, which clutches at the hangman’s 
hand, and blesses him benenth the beam, I 
see in every thing the same wild, rapid, inco- 
herent dream, of which I believe the peni- 
tence and preparation to be, at least, as un- 
settled and unsubstantial as any other part. 
And I believe this because’ of the natural 
constitution of the human mind, and its ordi- 
nary workings at such a frightful pass. 

‘Lcan give you no hope of life,’ said a gen- 
tleman to a criminal in Newgate, on the night 
before the day appointed for his execution. 
‘Unless | had solemnly giyen the promise 
elsewhere, that I would tell you so, I should 
not be here. But, by much gntreaty, I have 
obtained a respite; that theré may be time to 
inquire into what I have represented as a 
doubtful point. Can you bear the thought of 
living, only for another week?’ ‘O God, 
sir! cried the man, ‘ a week is along time to 
live? And being smitten, as if he were only 
a week old then, he fell down senseless on the 
ground.* 

Upon the second question, whether an irre- 
vocable punishment be, on principle, justifia- 
ble; ordained, as it necessarily is, by men of 
fallible judgment, whose powers of arriving at 
the truth are limited, and in whom there is 
the capacity of inistake and false deduction; 
upon this question alon®, I submit that a firm 


and efficient stand ' : 
SUnishment or Dean wetter mat hunareds 


of guilty persons should escape scot-free, 
(which, supposing any other punishment to 
be substituted in its place they never could 
or would,) than that one innocent person 
should suffer. Better, I will even say, that 
hundreds of guilty persons should escape, than 
that the possibility of any innocent man 
or woman having been sacrificed should pre- 
sent itself, with the least uppearance or color 
of reason, to the minds of any class of men! 
Take the case of Serry, the man just now 
executed in Ireland; in that unhappy country, 
where it is considered most essential to assert 
the law, and make examples through its means. 
My impression of the case, so far as I know 
it from the public reports, is, that the man 
was guilty; but that is nothing to the purpose. 
There are these facts in it: 

The prosecutor was shot at by night; and 
identified the wretched man who has suffered, 
as the person who fired at him; against whom 
there was some other evidence, but all of a 
circumstantial and constructible nature. Be- 
fore that miserable man went to his death, he 
set on record a deliberate and solemn protest 
against the justness of his sentence, and called 
upon his Maker, before whom he would so 
soon appear, with all his sins upon higphead, 
to bear witness to bis innocence, 
death, the prosecutor (an hono 
ible witness no doubt) has repeated his ‘posi- 
tive and unalterable conviction’ that he was 
not mistaken in his previous identification, 
and that Seery was the’ man who fired at 
him. ' 

Will any one deny that there is, here, the 
Possibility of mistake? I entreat all who 
may cha d this letter, to pause for an 
instant, selves whether they can 
remember ion, on which they have, 
in the broad day, and ircumstances the 
most favorable to rec nistaken one 
person for another; and fed that ina per- 
fect stranger, they have seen going away from 
hem or coming towards them, a familiar 
friend. I beg them to consider whether such 
mistakes be not so common, i m’s ex- 
perience, as to render it —_ that 
every Irish peasant in whose remembrance 
this dying declaration fives and burns, can 
easily recall one suchforhimself. And then 
I put thig,question—f ach an execution cal- 
culated to assist the la Mliffuse a whole- 


































against the person; to awaken any new sense 
of the sacredness of human life? 

Contending, at present, against the Justifi- 
ability of the Punishment of Death, on this 
second ground which I have stated; I submit 
that Probability of mistake is not required. 
The barest Possibility of mistake is a sufficient 
reason against the taking of a life which noth- 
ing can restore; whereas, it would weigh but 
as a shred of gossamer against the infliction of 
any other punishment within the power of 
man to repair. 

With this I leave the question of Capital 
Punishment in its reference to the convict sen- 
tenced, and shall beg leave, in another letter, 
to consider it in its bearings on Society and 
Crime. But, as a part of its effects upon So- 
ciety, LF would, in conclusion, entreat your 
readers to reflect, whether such a declaration 
as that made by Seery before his execution, 
would he likely to have awakened a general 
sympathy among the Irish people, or any 











strong conviction of his innocence, (unless af- 
terwards revived and borne out by newly dis- 
covered cireumstances,) but for its being sur- 
rounded by the awful dignity of Death. 
CHARLES DICKENS. 





some respect for it; to repress atrocious crimes ' 





hope that they will be the fortunate ones that 
will escape, and thus be enabled to live lux- 
uriously in idleness at the expense of their 
more laborious neighbors. But few years, 
however, elapse before they find that their 
cunningly devised schemes to enrich them- 
selves huve become known, and they are in 
the hands of the ministers of the law, to be 
dealt with as outcasts from that society to 
shine in which they made shipwreck of their 
honor and consciences. A striking instance 
of this fact is the case of young William H. 
Wisner, who was sentenced to the State Pris- 
on for twenty years, for robbing the United 
States mail. The young man, doubtless, 
thought that his plans were so well laid, and 
his character and standing among his fellow- 








Society for Discharged Conviodts. 
here about nine months ago, and "its Bene vo- 
lent object is to assist the convi. ts, which are 
discharged from the State’s Prison at Charles- 
town, in finding employment and obtaining an 
honest support. Such men need friends at 
the moment of their release, if ever in their 
lives. They are peculiarly exposed to the 
temptation of relapsing into their former 
evil courses. ‘Their prison acquaintances are, 
in many cases, almost their only acquintances. 
At this critical period, this Society undertakes 
to find them a home. From the acquaintance 
the Society forms with him while he is in 
confinement, they can judge what kind of em- 
ployment he can most successfully pursue. 
They exert themselves to find such an occupa- 
tion for him, and to establish him in some 
business, with the chance of going forward 
and becoming an upright and respected man. 

This Society commenced its operations, 
April 4th, 1846. Since that time fifty-five 
convicts have been discharged, all of whom 
have been directly or indirectly aided. Not 
one of them has been re-comwmitted to prison. 
Last year fifteen were re-committed. ‘Twen- 
ty dollars was loaned to one of them. He is 
now in a most responsible situation, is doing 
well, and has already refunded a part of the 
loan. 

Heretofore the discharged convict has been 
shunned. He rarely found employment, and 
this fact has often paved the way for the re- 





commission of crime, and re-commitment to 
prison. Now the scene is changing,and through 
the benevolent and humane offices of this In- 
stitution, many convicts will be saved from 
the repetition of criminal acts, and converted 
into industrious, respectible, and useful citi- 
zens. Surely, such an Institution as this is, in 
the eloquent language of Robert Hall, is one of 
‘the multiplied blessings which Christianity 
scatters by the way in her sublime march to 
immortality.’—Christian World. 





Crime and its Reward. 


If the fact could be ascertained, we ‘have 
no doubt that it could be shown that nearly 
every person who seeks to grow rich by dep- 
redating on his neighbor’s property, sooner 
or later is found out and punished for his 
crime. Notwithstanding the almost moral 
certainty of detection, yet hunareds of young 
men are annually entering upon a course of 





crime, hugging to their hearts the darling 


men so far above suspicion, that he might 
well defy detection. 

The first criminal act, which might ,have 
been to relieve him from some pecuniary em- 
barrasment, was probably to abstract from 
some letter that passed through the office, a 
small sum of money. His success induced 
him to enlarge his desires, and he became a 
wholesale plunderer of the mails. 

He had not gone long in his career of 
crime before suspicion rested upon him, and 
soon his guilt became so apparent that 
he was arrested, and the evidence against 
him being conclusive, he was advised ‘by 
ments, to save himself from being convicted 
probably on a half dozen. Finding that his 
ill-gotten wealth would avail him nothing 
now, and hoping to obtain favor, he made 
disclosures which may lead to the recovery of 
1000 or $1200 of the stolen money. Still the 
the demands of the law are imperative, and 
he was consigned to a felon’s cell, to spend 
the most valuable portion of his life, and per- 
haps all that remains to him of life. ‘Thus 
has a young man, in the prime of life, been 
cut off from the enjoyments of the world by 
an inordinate desire to get rich.—New- York 
Evening post. 





RemsrkasLeE DeveLtopements or Lon- 
pon Ganes or Boy Tu1eves.—Thomas Gard- 
ner, a little boy 7 years old, and standing three 
feet ten inches in height, was found guilty of 
having picked the pocket of a lady on West- 
minster-bridge, on Monday last. It appeared 
that a lady, in passing over the bridge, had 
had her attention attracted to three boys, of 
whom the prisoner was one, (the other two 
were much older,) by the sound of money 
falling. The prisoner picked it up and hand- 
ed it to his companions, by whom a division 
appeared to be made. She then walked 
onwards, but had not proceeded more than 20 
or 30 yards ere she was passed by a woman, 
who carried a basket on one of her arms, 
whilst on the other side of her, she observed 
the prisoner walking, evidently closely watch- 
ing her. ‘The woiman’s attention was prin- 
cipally directed to the basket, and presently 
a puff of wind having blown her gown aside, 
the little prisoner pushed his hand into her 
pocket, and ere he was able to release his arm, 
she laid hold of him, and retained her grasp 
until a policeman came up, when she gave 
him into his custody. The boy had fast 
clutched in his hand which had been in her 
pocket, a shilling and three sixpences, all of 
which, of course, were at once claimed by the 
owner. 


The learned Judge, when the jury had pro- 
nounced their verdict of guilty, said—* What 
could be done with this little child? It would 
be ruination tosend him to a common prison. 
These scenes were positively heart-rending. 
Was he to pass over the case of these children 
as though the fact of their having been brought 
to the bar was to be regarded as quite a matter 
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PRISONER’S FRIEND... 




















of course? Was he to change his nature, 
and so to steel his feelings against the claims 
and helpless condition of so small a creature 
as that now before the court? What could 
be done with this child? In the present ses- 
sion, as he had occasion to tell the grand jury 
on the preceding day, he had a list of twen- 
ty-four children, whose ages did not exceed 
12. and there was at that moment one at the 
bar who was 7 years old, and not more than 
3 feet 10 inches high, Was it not heart-ren- 
ding that such a baby must be sent to a com- 
mon jail?? The father and mother, both in 
the utmost distress, her» rushed forward, 
and entreated the judge to let them take the 
boy home. 

The learned judge, as if relieved by the 
application, replied—* Then let the responsi- 
bility rest, as in truth it ought, upon the fath- 
er of this child. There he was, not more 
than seven years old, a mere baby, convicted 
of having picked a pocket. ‘The parents bad 
now sought to be allowed to have their child. 
They should have him, and on their heads 
rest the responsibility; but they must also 
take warning, that if they did not prevent his 
being brought again toa criminal bar, they 
might rely upon it that they wou'd never see 
the child again.’ The sentence of the court 
was, that the boy |e imprisoned one hour, 
and then delivered into the care of his fath. r. 
The parents having thanked his lordship, 
quitted the court with countenances that be- 
tokened the removal of an overwhelming load 


from their minds. 


ATTY PS TE a aE 
PRISOND RS PRIN Do 


‘I shall ask for the abolition of the penalty of 
éeath until I have the infallibility of haman judg 
ment demonstrated to me.’—Lafayette. 


BOSTON: 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 8, 1847. 
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Report of Massachusetts State Prison. 

We have read this Report with great satis- 
faction: We are always glad to read of the 
doings of the Warden of this prison. Few 
men are better qualified for this station than 
Mr. Robinson. During our visits to this in- 
stitution we have been delighted with the pro- 
gress of humanity within its walls, We have 
only room for a condensed view of the whole 








Report. 
‘The whole number of convicts remaining in 
Prison, October Ist, 1845, was - 287 
The whole number of convicts received into 
the Prison during the year ending Septem- 
Mid ee - - 78 
Discharged from the Pri during th _ 
ischa rom the Prison, during the year 
ending September 30th, 1846, . 
By expiration of sentence, - 100 
By remission of sentence, - 7 
By order of Court, - - 8 
Escaped, - - - 1 
Died, - - - - 1 
— 112 
The whole number ‘remaining in the Prison 
September 30th, 1846, 253° 


The number in prison for life is fifteen, 
seven of whom were condemned to the gal- 
lows, but whose sentences have been com- 
muted to imprisonment for life. 


Library.—An appropriation of $100 was 
made to increase the library. The whole 
number of books now is about four hundred 
volumes, 


State Prison Society.—One of the greatest 
movements made is the formation of a Society 
called ‘The Mass. State Prison Society for 
Moral Improvement and Mutual Aid.’ We 
were present at one of its meetings on Thanks- 
giving day last. The Report contains the 
Constitution and By-Laws, 

Speaking of the number of convicts, ex- 
penses, &c., the Warden says: 


‘The number of convicts in this prison has been 
diminishing since I have been warden, and the 
number pow is less than it has been at any time be- 
fore, for many years. This reduced number of 
convicts, together with the high price of provisions, 
has brought the earnings of the prison a trifle below 
the expenses during the past year. The whole 
amount of earnings was $32,187 35, and the whole 
expenditure was $32,692 33, leaving a deficit of 
$504 98. From this should be deducted $305 97 
which has been expended for the bathing establish- 
meet, and $100, which was appropriated from the 
prison funds to increase the library, leaving the 
true deficit of earnings to be $99 01. But the pris- 
on has been at the extraordinary expense, during the 
year, in grading and Macadamizing the prison yard, | 
of which no account has been taken. The earn- 
ings of the prison during the past year have been 
greater, according to the number of convicts, than 
they have been any year since I have been warden; 
but the expenses have been greater still, owing prin- 
cipally to the high price of potatoes, of which we 
consume a very large quantity. Upon the whole, 
1 think I can safely say, that all the interests of the 
prison, mental, moral, religious and financial, in the 
aggregate were never in a better condition than 
now.” 


| 
} 


We admire the excellent sentiments of the 
Warden contained in the following extract :— 


* The inquiry so proper for erring man to make— 
Who hath made us to differ?—should accompany 
and influence us in all our intercourse with those 
who, fess favored than ourselves, have yielded to 
temptations, which we have been enabled, though 
not in our own strength, to withstand, : . 





_ else would enter. 














Nor is it to be forgotten by those entrusted with 
the care and government of the inmates of a prison, 
that all men, by natere, are morally the same; that 
the bond and the free, the convict and the overseer, 
all without and all within, the walls of the peniten- 
tiary, are members of the same great family of man, 
decendants of the same common ancestor, created 
in the same image and by the same hand, and are 
one day to stand before the same final Judge.’ 





Rewards and Punishments. 


There is one way to prevent crime which 
is seldom thought of in human governments 
or in the family circle. We mean rewards 
rather than punishments. No nation has ev- 
er adopted a system of rewards. There is 
one general opinion pervading the communi- 
ty, which is, that Heaven will reward virtue, 
but will not adequately punish vice. Vast 
s'1m3 are often expexded to punish a criminal, 
but how little is done to reward him for what 
good he may have done Some criminals, up 
to the moment of their crime, have heen very 
useful to the community. We find some- 
times, the tender mother, or affectionate 
father, allat once, from sudden impulse or 
temptation, become the insatiate demon. So- 
ciety is shocked; the whole weight of the law 
is brought to bear upon the case. The State 
Prison is thought to be too good a place, and 
even lmnging is said to be inefficient. The 
earth has been strewn with dungeons and 
gibbets. A better age is now dawning upon 
society. 

We’have been led to these remarks by a few 
facts which have come within our reach. 
We find a provision in Austria that has struck 
us as admirably adapted for the promotion of 
the public good. It is true it is only applied 
to the conductors of rail roads, but we believe 
it would do more to insure public safety than 
any measure ever adopted. We quote the 
paragraph for the benefit of our readers :— 

We learn from a late continental journal, 
that the Government of Austria, with a wise 
provision against accidents incurred on rail- 
ways has issued an ordinance declaring that 
every engine-driver on the rail-road of the 
State who shall have, for the a of one 
year, performed his duties without having 
caused any accident, shall be entitled to a re- 
ward of 100 florins (200f.) and that every 
engine-driver whose trains have met with no 
accident for ten consecutive years, shall re- 
ceive 1,000 florins (2,000f.) and a gold medal. 

Here is the beginning of a great work. How 
much more noble such a regulation than se- 
vere imprisonments! 

Another fact of a similar kind has just come 
to our notice, which has taken place in France: 


Lirerary 4Np Benevotent Prizes. The 


Temporary Home for the Destitute. 


-We are exceedingly gratified at the meas- 
ures now adopted in our city for the destitute. 
The friends associated in this enterprise 
have projected a noble work. Hundreds of 
eases might be cited to show the importance 


of sucha home. Itis going to the root of 
the evil, and will do much to prevent crime. 
We need less punishment and more preven- 
tion. We have built prisons and gibbets for 
the criminal; let us now try the benefit of 
Asylums for those who are on the verge of 
crime. The plan of the Association may be 
best learned from ‘the statements of its Man- 
agers: 
We pro to confine our efforts to unpro- 
tected children of both sexes, and occasionally 
to females of adult years who may need a tem- 
orary shelter. There are many children who 
y the sickness, loss, or crime of one or both 
of their parents, are often in great. peril. 
Those acquainted with the operation of our 
judicial policé, are often pained by seeing 
this. 

There are also many older persons who 
are looking for employment, are strangers 1n 
thecity, who have been induced to come here 
by false representations, or other means, who 
are willing to work, or are desirous of leav- 
ing, but are bewildered or have not the means. 
Many of these are exposed to peculiar temp- 
tations, into which, if but once ensnared, they 
are fallen indeed. There are also those who 
are charged with misdemeanors, or are under 
bonds, well-disposed, and wishing to reform, 
but know of no friends or home where im 
ean go, unless it be the haunts from whic 
they were taken, to return to which would be 
almost a moral certainty that they would 
again but repeat the course from which both 
they and we wist: them to escape.’ 

We learn that the house is actually opened. 
The plan is excellent, and the friends connect- 
ed with it may be relied on for their perseve- 
rance and fidelity. We believe the Rev. 
James F. Clarke's society deserve the credit 
of this movement. Heaven bless them. 

The following are the Managers :— 

Edward Winslow, John Augustus, Mary 
Allen, Geo. Wm. Bond, Edward Haynes, 
Samuel S. Curtis, Mrs. Samuel Hall, Jr. 
Barbara H. Channing, Mrs. James Sivrett, 


James Tolman, Eliza Garnaut, William 
F. Channing, M. Dickinson. J. 'T. Fisher. 





Unity and Peace. 


This is the title of a sermon recently preach- 
ed before the Church of the Unity, at Wor- 
cester, Mass., Jan. 10, 1847, by the Rev. John 
Weiss, of Watertown. 

We have read this sermon with much pleas- 
ure. It breathes threughout a bold, uncom- 





Powkeoaa Kanene sant! FR widney as prizes 
for useful literary works and noble instances 
of moral actions. The society for the last 
year awarded many testimonials, amongst 
which was a prize of 1500 frances to Alfred 
des Essarts for a poem on ‘ The Influence of 
Jhristian Civilzation in the East, and one of 
5000 francs to M. Roybaud for a work refut- 
ing the Socialist systems of St. Simon, Fou- 
rier, and Robert Owen. Eight prizes were 
given for works useful to morality, six of 
which were bestowed upon female writers. 
Amongst the prizes for virtuous actions, a 
sum of 10,000 francs ($2000) was given 
among four persons for praiseworthy acts; the 
first prize of 3000 francs, to a poor washerwo- 
man, who, although she had seven children 
of her own, had adopted eight orphans fifteen 
years ago, and had maintained them through 
many strugggles and difficulties ever since. 
Another prize was to an officer who had saved 
a child from a burning house which no one 
A farther sum of 10,000 
frances was given in smaller portions, for in- 
stances of virtue and domestic good conduct 
in humble life, the parties residing in the prov- 
inces. It seems the ability to bestow these 
prizes is principally afforded through bequests 
from the rich and benevolent, who thus though 
dead and in their graves, exercise a noble in- 
fluence in developing the virtues and talents 
of their fellow-creatures.— Transcript. 


Why should there not be prizes given for 
great actions in behalf of humanity as well as 
for great intellectual efforts? Why not, in 
short, have a moral police to reward the good 
instead of punishing the bad? In many in- 
stances, an encouraging look or kind word 
does vastly more to prevent crime than the 
heaviest fines or severest imprisonment. Why 
should we not, then, have some system of re- 
rewards incorporated into our mode of gov- 
ernment, both in the family circle and in the 
national code?—c, s. 





Moratity too Late. A singular plan of | 
defence on a Jegal process for debt is related in 
the English journals. Lord Maidstone being 
prosecute | for expenses which he had incur- 
red at Crockford’s, in suppers, wines and par- 
ties of pleasure, declared he would not pay, 


‘ ** > H 5 + ° 
because it was an immoral establishment, 


promising, and atthe same time, a peaceful 


We give an extract showing the author’s 
views of that honor which cometh from God 
ouly: 


There is such a thing as honor, dear to the 
heart of a Christian, dearer than his life. 
It was the impulse of honor knoWn to the un- 
resisting martyrs, in those times when the 
snap of the faggot was more thrilling and el- 
oquent than the roar of the cannon—when 
the column of smoke resting upon the saintly 
head was the tone banner ever unfurled 
inthe name of Right. There is a Christian 
honor, and it is as far above the honor of our 
self-styled patriot, as Christ is above Mars. 
The thought of it makes the very soul pulse 
with emotion—as much sweeter and more 
thrilling to the divinity within us, as the peace- 
anthem of the angels was sweeter than the re- 
cruiting drum in our streets. This honor is 
based upon holy love and renunciation; it 
neither strives nor cries, it is not the voice 
of a demagogue in the street. It comes to 
our hearts, inspiring us with love of truth and 
eternal justice, nerving us to all sacrifice; and 
its salute cannot be rolled from the hollow, 
blood-thirsty drum,—rather with the quick, 
solemn beats of the laboring heart, and the 
rapid dropping of the overflowing eyes. This 
is Gospel honor; these are the heroes of Christ 
and his Apostles, It needs not the smallest 
crime to establish its right, not one drop of 
blood to moisten its roots. It is famous by 
no battle-field except that of the spirit, and 
hangs up no on except in the Lion. It 
is Common to all nations, uniting them ‘like 
drops,’ not tearing them asunder in 
efiance. This the honor which 
es rather than the judgments 
o : honorable to break the least of 
his commandments though the eyes of four 
hemispheres flash with scorn; too truly great 
and noble to saerifice a single leaf of its Bible 











‘for the balance of power, or the adjustment of 


its claims, or for the sake of any popular cant 
of its time. Choose ye this day between the 
false and true honor; ye cannot serve two 
masters. Be on the side of God and virtue 
for the very sake of the ¢ which has 
so proud and so pure ad omplish. 
Represent the Gospel— e Gospel 
—live the Gospel; for w profit our 
country, if it gain the who orld at the ex- 
pense of its s 










sale at the office of the 
Price, 12 1-2 cts. 


‘ 
This serm ‘ 
Prisoner’s Friend. 





where he had lost large sums at play.’ The 
jury did not listen to this interesting appeal 
of the conscience of the noble lord, and ad- 
judged him to pay what he owed. 


Petitions praying for the abolition of the death 
penalty have been presented to the Lllinois Legisla- 


_— - 





SENTENCE For STreatinG.—In the case of 
Hugh MeK 
for larceny fi gm Mr. Dermont, of Blackstone, the 
prisoner was sentenced to one year and a day’s hard 
labor in the State Prison; and on the indictment for 
stealing $735 from Messrs. Bailou and Davis, also 


» tried and convicted at Worcester 





ture. 
penitentiary. 


They were referred to the committee on r 


of Blackstone, he was sentenced two years and one 
day in the same i 





From our New-York Correspondent, 
New-York, Feb. 24, 1847, . 
Bros. Spear: 

I have thought perhaps a brief view of the 
Courts, Police and Prisons of our city, might 
interest your readers. Our principal Court 
for criminal business, is the Court of Sessions, 
over which the Recorder and two Aldermen 
preside. It is divided into the General and 
Special Sessions, two separate tribunals, the 
former sits about two weeks each month, for 
jury trials, and is competent to try any case 
except a Capital one. The Special Sessions 
sitevery Tuesday and Friday, and try all 
those petty cases common to a large city, 
such as Assaults, Petty Larceny, &c. without 
a jury. This Court generally despatches 
about fifty cases at each sitting, the sentences 
varying from one to six months to Blackwell’s 
Island. Besides these Courts there are three 
Police Courts constantly in session, from 
which scores of poor creatures are daily com- 
mitted to the City Prison and Blakewells 
Island. The daily average number of com- 
mitments to the City Prison is thirty-seven. 
The Court of Oyer and Terminer, and the 
U. S. Circuit Court, also try a large number 
of criminal cases in the course of the year. 

The Police of the city consists of a Chief, 
fifty-four Captains, and nine hundred police- 
men. Each of these men wears a star on his 
breast, hence they are called ‘ Stars’ and ‘the 
Star Police.’ Connected with this organiza- 
tion is a ‘ Chief*s Office’ and eighteen ‘ Station 
Houses’ which are used as temporary prisons, 
with a retinue of clerks, paymasters, &c. at- 
tached. 

The Mayor and thirty-six Aldermen are, 
more or less of their time, engaged in the ‘ad- 
ministration of justice.’ Then there is the 
Sheriff with his twenty deputies, the keepers 
of the City Prison and the Penitentiary, and 
their fifty or sixty subordinates. Whatan 
army of men to be supported by the hard- 
working, tax-paying citizens! For it is the 
working classes that pay the taxes, in the 
shape of exorbitant rents, &c. The Peniten- 
tiary would require more room than can be 
spared in this letter, for a full deseription. It 
is situated on Blackwells Island, one of the 
most beautiful spots of Nature in the country. 
The island is about two miles long, and a 
half mile wide, and is said to be a solid rock. 
It is covered however with a good soil, inter- 
spersed with magnificent forest trees, cultiva- 
ted gardens and grape-arbors. From the 


observatory on the top of the Penitentiary, 
aay UU ooemy om VC baud che great CILy with 


its lofty spires and sparkling domes; onthe 
other, Long Island, stretching down to the 
ocean, spotted with numerous villages and 
splendid country residences. 

* Every prospect pleases, 

And only man is vile.’ 

Here, on this fair island, are congregated 
fourteen hundred of the most miserable beings 
that can be gathered from a city of near half 
a million. At the eastern extremity of the 
island is the Lunatic Asylum with its five 
hundred inmates. Near the centre of the 
Island is the Children’s Hospital. This is 
the most melancholy and ,heart-rending spec- 
tacle that can well present itself. Here are 
generally one hundred poor, sick, motherless 
children, from six months to six years of age, 
under the kind care of convicts from the 
Penitentiary! On a recent visit to this hospi-} 
tal, when I entered one of the rooms where 
were some thirty little sickly children, afflict- 
ed with opthalmia, scrofula, measles, whoop- 
ing cough, &c., I noticed one of the nurses 
slip from her hand a rod with which she had 
been training these little invalids. On the 
opposite shore is what is called the Children’s 
Nurseries, where are six hundred orphans, in 
good health, from which the sick are sent to 
this Hospital of which we are speaking. It 
is a sad sight to see children bereft of their 
parents, under any circumstances, but to see 
them in sickness and pain, with no one to 
care for them, treated as they are hére, oh! it 
is enough to move the heart of anything but a 
politician. No institution under the care of 
our city government is too sacred to be used 
for anything but a means of political power. 
Isay this in sorrow and shame, for it is true 
of all the various parties which have goy- 
erned our city for a score of years. 

The City Prison, or ‘The Tombs,’ is in its 
exterior an imposing pile of buildings, 235 
feet long and 200 feet wide, and is a unique 
specimen of Egyptian style of architecture, 
built of granite from Hallowell, Me. 
its heavy and sombre aspect it has acquired 
the name of the Egyptian Tombs. The gov- 
ernment of this prison is of the most lax 
description, without system or aim. 


From 


Visiters 
are indiscriminately admitted, and of eourse, 
in a city like this, it is constantly thronged. 
Like all other Irstitutions of the city its offi- 
cers are selected entirely with regard to their 


political character and services. If a good 
one is among them, it is of course ewing to 
chance. ‘There are generally near 200 pris- 
oners in confinement, among whom are to be 
found Murderers, Burglars, Bigamists, Coun- 
terfeiters, Thieves, Witnesses, Vagrants, Lu- 
naties, Orphans, Paupers, runaway appren- 
tices, women deserted by their husbands, chil- 
dren arrested as vagrants or petty thieves, 
drunkards, emigrants, &c. Besides these, 
there are a large number of persons commit- 
ted who are proved innocent, after perhaps 
two or three months imprisonment. The 
great press of business in our Courts prevents, 
generally, an early trial after arrest. All 
these prisoners mingle and converse together! 

The construction and site of this prison is 
very objectionable. Standing on one of the 
lowest spots of ground in the city where once 
was a pond of water many feet deep, its walls 
have sunk and cracked, giving it a dilapidated 
appearance, although but recently erected, 

But my sheet is nearly full. I regret that I 
am obliged to draw so dark a picture of the 
penal institutions of this greatcity. ‘The day, 
I trust, is not distant, when our citizens will 
arouse from their lethargy on this subject, and 
set about cleansing these woyse than Augean 
stables. Yours, 


OEG. 





Fate of a Murderer. 
Messrs. Epirors: 

The following paragraph, from an eastern 
paper, cannot fail of exerting its legitimate 
influence upon many minds. It shows the 
misery which the murderer endures. ‘Truly 


which is kindled in the human breast. No 
gallows, rack, or fire of faggots can produce 
such exquisite torture to the body, or prove 
so adequate in its work as the workings of 
conscivnce, that strictest of all mo: itors:— 


‘ The writer was once called upon to be- 
friend a young man, in a South-w-estern State, 
who had, in a moment of phrensied passion, 
taken the life of his dearest and best beloved 
friend. The murderer an! his victim had 
been bosom friends from boyhood. They 


friendship could make them. ‘The one _pos- 
sessed no feeling which the other did noi 
share. They were indeed ‘ brothers in the 
heart,’ and the families of each viewed their 
love with pride and gladness. In a moment 
of unguarded, or, as we have already said, 
phrensied passion, the result of an alterca- 
tion on some trifling subject, our friend drew 
forth his sword-cane dirk, and plunged into 
the heart of him he so loved. e shall nev 
er forget the expression of agonized horror 
which sat upon the countenance of the ‘doer 
of the evil deed,’ as he gazed upon the bleed- 
ing victim. For weeks he was a raving ma 
niac, and it was months before he could be 
| rought to trial. We employed on his behalf 
the ablest counsel the State afforded, and af- 
ter a prolonged trial, during which human el- 
oquence was exerted to the utmost to save 
him, he was acquitted, and set liberty. But 
existence had become to him a living death. 
He told us that sleeping or waking the image 
of his murdered friend was ever present to 
his imagination. In the crowded city, in all 
the busy scenes of every day life, he vainly 
endeavored to blot out from memory’s page, 
the picture of that stricken form. Finally be 
sunk into a rapid decline, and just two year 
from the day of the tragedy, died a_brokeif 
hearted man.’ : 





Capital Punishment in New-Jersey. 
Correspondence of the N. Y. Tribune. 


Trenton, Feb. 17, 1847. 

The Legislature has just refused to prinl 
the Report of the Commitiee on Capital Pun 
ishment, Mr. Hubbell asserting that it was! 
‘pernicious document,’ and Mr. Goble de 
claring it was all one-sided! Wonder. 
they expected the Committee to defend thi 
Death Punishment. The Report consiste! 
mainly of statistics, but it was negatived by! 
large vote, making us the more work for ne* 
The Bill accompanying ihe Repot 
lies on the table. They’ll have to print it it 
the proceedings of the House. We feared 
the House would refuse to read the Repor' 
but they did not, as it happened. 


year. 





Not Hune.—We hear that thousands © 
persons, from far and wide, congregated 4 
Racine, W. T. on the $d inst. to see Benham 
hung, who has been under sentence for sor® 
time. ‘The Sheriff announ*ed to the assen” 
blage that he had received from Gey. Dodg# 












a reprieve of the convict for 30 days; wher 
upon, the effigy of the Governor was carrit! 
through the streets and hung as a substitu! 
for Bonham. ‘They call this the ¢ hanging 
bee.’"—Detroit Advertiser. 





of © 
Roberts, convicted of a capital crime in Can® 
da, November last, was delayed beyond th 


Srycutar Case.—The execution 


time. His counsel sought his discharge on 
writ of Habeas Corpus. The Court refuse 
on the ground that he may ‘always be exec 
ted’! 





we need no gallows if such be the awtul hell f 


had grown up together in manhood, in thef 
same place, and were as much endeared tof 
each other as habit, association, regard andj 
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PRISONER’S FRIEND. 
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Sad Effects of an Execution. 
AvstinpurG, Onto, Feb, 9, 1847. 


Dear Sir: 
Your paper is read with the deepest in- 


terest by quite a little circle of us; and most , 


sincerely do we bid you God-speed, in the 
cause. ‘Ought Capital Punishment to be 
abolished?’ is a question enlisting much in- 
terest in our community, and has been pub- 
licly discussed this winter for the first time. 
To-morrow evening is the third in which it 
has been the topic of debate; and as the con- 
sequence, people are thinking, and some are 
changing their opinions in favor of its aboli- 
tion. 
That hanging is not always the best moral 
“lesson is evident from the following fact which 
was given in a letter recently ‘received from 
Buffalo, by one who was acquainted with the 
circumstances, in relation to the three Thay- 
ers who were hung there some twenty years 
since: 


‘ The Sheriff was a Mr. Littlefield, a man 
who had always lived in the neighborhood of 
the Thayers, in the town of Boston, a few 
miles from Buffalo. He with the clergy that 
officiated on the occasion, ascended the scaf- 
fold; after which he made two or three 
attempts to cut the rope without succeeding. 
When he did eut it, he fainted and fell at the 
moment the victims dropped. From that 
time he became an shaped man; he was sad, 
moody and abstracted, and finally became 
intemperate and sunk into a drunkard’s grave. 
Mr. C. says that the cause was apparent to 
all, and no one acquainted with him, ever 
doubted for a moment but that the horrible 
part that he performed in the murder of these 
murderers was ever before him, and drove 
him to the intoxicating bowl, to drown all 
recollections of the frightful scene continually 
before him. It seems the effect was not 
salutary upon him. It must be that the cler- 
ey were not as impressive as the Rev. Mr. 

acon was atthe murdering fete got up in 
New-Haven, and so much applauded by the 
religious newspapers erendibe the coun- 
try.’ 


May your efforts be successful in behalf of 


the criminal, and many saved is the wish of 
a friend, BETSEY M. COLES. 





Obituary. 
Messrs. Srear: 

I write to inform you of the death of one 
of your local agents—Mr. Edmund Munroe, 
of Reading, he died the 21 inst. aged 29. 
The Junior Editor will remember receiving 
his assistance in getting subscribers while at 
Reading last summer: at thattime he took a 
severe cold, which caused an attack of the 
lung fever; he being of a delicate constitution 
it left him in a consumption that preyed upon 
his vitals, causing a great deal of suffering 
until the last. By this bereavement, the pris- 
oner, the slave, and the unfortunate have lost 
a true friend, a wife an affectionate husband, 
and a child a kind father. 

Yours, &c. J. 

Reapine, Feb. 24. 


B. 








Encouraging. 


We have received, this week, letters from two 
of our friends, with the names of about thirty new 
subscribers for the Prisgner’s Friend, which is the 
most substantial token of regard for, and interest 
in, our cause, that can be presented or manifested to 
us, and is a much more valuable assistance in car- 
rying on our vastly important enterprise, than any 
amount of the Apostle James’s benefactions, such 
as ‘depart in peace,’ ‘God speed you,’ ‘be ye 
warmed, be ye filled,’ &c., which we very often 
receive. If such ‘good wishes’ would pay the prin- 
ter for his labor, it would all be very well. But it 
so happens that in our city we cannot find men en- 
tirely willing to furnish us with materials for pub- 
lishing our paper, unless they can be paid for it; 
therefore, if those of our friends who believe we are 
doing good, will just ‘show their faith by their 
works,’ and send us the names, like the two persons 
mentioned above, of a dozen, or any number, of 
new subscribers, even if it is not more than two, 
they may rest assured, that they will more fully an- 
swer the Apostle’s definition of a good man, than by 
any amount of benedictions which they may be able 
to heap upon our heads. 

Will not every one of our friends see if he can 
not obtain, at least, one additional, and then the 
wheels of our ‘omnibus’ of reform will roll swiftly 
on, and not only the criminal, but the upper strata 
of society, lying as it does upon the degraded mass 
below, will be carried forward to those Elysian 
fields of love and harmony which bards of olden 
time have so magnificently foretold. 





Sentence or Western Mai. Rossers. 
A correspondent from Springfield, Illinois, writes un- 
der date of Jan. the 4th: 

‘I stepped into the U. 8. Circuit Court room this 
morning and found the Court engaged in pronounc- 
ing judgment upon Evans and Lee, who “were con- 
victed of the embezzlement of a mail of letters con- 
tiining money. The sentence was ten years im- 
prisonment in the penitentiary at hard labor. 

Lee is a young mon, apparently not over nineteen 
years of age. _ His parents reside in Ohio, and are 
said to be persons of good standing in society. The 
young man did not look like a hardened offender, 
and his countenance indicated deep sorrow for the 
crime he had committed.’ 








Wisconsin.—A bill for the abolition of 
Capital Punishment has passed the House 
and received its thi: d reading by one majority 
in the Council. The Milwaukee Sentinel 
states that the passage of the law is sought in 
order to afford the Governor an adequate 
reason for commuting the punishment of a 
man now under sentence to be hung; he 
having declined to interfere while the death 
penalty is prescribed by law, but intimated a 
willingness to do so if the Legislature should 
abolish that penalty. The Sentinel denoun- 
ces the movement on this ground, and says 
the passage of the law, under such circum- 
stances, would be ‘ one of the most unpardon- 
able outrages that a LegisIrture could commit.’ 
We think differently. Regarding the law as 
in itself a good one, we shall rejoice if it pass 
in season to preserve the State from the dis- 
grace of a hanging. The position taken by 
the Governor strikes us as both sensible and 
proper. While the law remains as it is he 
will not interpose his individual will to stay 
its execution, but if it should be repealed, he 
will take it as an indication that the people are 
opposed to hanging, and govern himself ac- 
cordingly. We see nothing wrong, nothing 
alarming in this.—N. Y. Tribune. 

Since the above was in type, we perceive 
that the bill spoken of above was rejected on 
its final passage in the Council, by a vote of 
7 to 6—after having been ordered to a third 
reading by « like vote. 





Tue Pontsument or Deatn rn Ont0o.—A 
bill has been reported by a select committee 
of the house of the Ohio Legislature to amend 
the laws of that State so as to dispense with 
the punishment of death in all cases. The 
provisions of this bill we find stated in the 
Buffalo Republican to be a substitution of im- 
prisonment for life for all cases of murder in 
the first degree, in which are included premed- 
itated murder, and killing in the perpetration 
of the crimes of arson, robbery and rape. 
The prisoner to be kept from all intercourse 
with others, not being permitted to see or con- 
verse with any person other than the efficers 
of the prison. Murder in the second degree, 
without malice or deliberation, to be punished 
with from ten to twenty years imprisonment, 
subject to the rules and diselpline of the peni- 
tentiary, and so on, down to the lesser degree 
of killing. 

Since the above was written, we learn that 
the Ohio Legislature has postponed, until 
the next session, the discussion of the propo- 
sition to abolish capital punishment, 











VARIETY. 





IRELAND.—There are about 350,000 families in 
want, which would require about £20 per family, or 
£7,000,000 for their yearly maintenance. It is said 
there are about 7,000,000 acres of land used for 
parks and pleasure grounds. Why not convert them 
into fields of grain for the starving millions ? 

The subscriptions for the relief of the suffering 
Irish, in different parts of the country, already ex- 
ceed $100,000. 

The money value of the crops lost, potatoes and 
oats, In Ireland, was estimated at £15,000,000 or 
nearly $75,000,000! 

Cuurcues tn New-Yorx. There &re two 
hundred and fifty churches in New-York, valued at 
$40,000,000. The Trinity church property is worth 
about $30,000,000. This amount of property is ex- 
empt from taxation, and also the prope-ty of minis- 
ers to the amount of $1500. 

Wa vxine SLeEPeERs,—It appears from Lewis” 
History of Lynn, that in the early times of Massa- 
chusetts, it was the custom for a person to go about 
the meeting house during divine service, and wake 
the sleepers. ‘He bore a long wand, on one end 
of which was a ball, and on the other an ox-tail. 
When he observed the men asleep, he rapped them 
on the head with the knob, and roused the slumber- 
ing sensibility of the ladies by drawing the brush 
lightly across their faces.’ 

Paintine. It is related that Faust, of Mentz, 
one of the many persons to whom the honor of.hav- 
ing invented the invaluable art of printing is ascribed, 
having carried a parcel of his Bibles to Paris, and 
offered them for sale as manuscripts, the French, 
after considering the number of books, and their ex- 
act conformity one mith another, even to commas, 
and that the best book writers could not be n ar so 
exact, concluded there was witchcraft in the case, 
and by either actually indicting him as a conjurer, 
or threatening to do so, extorted the secret. Hence 
the origen of the popular story of the Devil and Dr. 
Faustus. 

Fauxt River Rariroap. The annuc! meet 
ing of this incorporation was attended by more than 
400 persons. The Directors are—Andrew Robeson 
and William R. Rodman, of New-Bedford; Rich- 
ard Borden, Jefferson Borden, Nathan Durfee and 
David Anthony, of Fall River; Peter H. Pierce and 
C. Tucker, of Middleborough; C. C. Gilbert, of Bos- 
ton; Nahum Stetson, of Bridgewater; Royal Tur- 
ner and Caleb S. Holbrook, of Randolph; Benja- 
min Kingman, of North Bridgewater. It was voted 
unanimously, that no alcoholic liquors shall be 
transported over the road. 

We hope the other R. R. Companies in this State 
will follow the excellent example of the F. R. R. C. 





{> The senior Editor, (C. Spear,) will lecture in 


the Unitarian Church in Sommerville, on Prison Dis- 
cipline, in the afternoon of next Sabbath, and in the 
evening on Capital Punishment. 


REFUGE OF VIOLENCE. 


* FOR HE HATH LOOKED DOWN FROM THE HEIGHT oF HIS 
SANCTUARY; FROM HEAVEN DIP THE LORD BEHOLD THE 
EARTH, TOHEAR THE GROANING OF THE PRISONER; TO LOOSE 
THOSE THAT ARE APPOINTED TO DEATH.-—Bible. 





























UNDER SENTENCE OF DEATH! 


VERMONT! Eveene Currrorp, for 
murder of his wife and child; time of ex- 
ecution any day. 

MAINE! Tuomas Tuorn, for murder, 
now confined at hard labor in the State Prison. 
Time of execution any day. 


NEW-YORK! Titer, for the murder of 
John Covert at Whitehall. Time of exe- 
cution not known. 


Carvin Russ, for the murder of his wife 


in the city of New-York. Time of execu- 
tion, March 12, 1847. 
ARKANSAS! Marry, for the murder of 


his sister-in-law; time of execution unknown. 

ILLINOIS! Atronzo Penninerton, for 
ihe murder of Simon Davis. ‘Time of exe- 
cution not fixed. 

MARYLAND! 
for engaging in an insurrection ; 
execution unknown. 

PENNSYLVANIA! Cuartes Moster, 
at Philadelphia. Time of execution, 22d 
of April. 

Reiper, a German, for killing his wife. To 
be hung at Pittsburgh, on the 30th of April 
next. 

Bripvcet Harman, at Philadelphia. 
of execution not known. 


GEORGIA! Crarx Warson, aslave, for 
burglary. ‘Time of execution not known. 

WISCONSIN! Davin Bonnam has been 
sentenced to death for the murder of Henry 
Keene. ‘Time of execution not known. 


Ww. Wuee ter, a slave, 
time of 


Time 


——y 


CHAMBERS’S 


CYCLOPADIA 
ENGLISH LITERATURE: 


A SELECTION OF THE CHOICEST PRO- 
DUCTIONS OF ENGLISH AUTHORS, 


FROM THE EARLIEST TO THE PRESENT 
TIME. 


BOOKS ON CAPITAL PUNISHMENT 


ETC, 


HAs opened an office (40 Cornhill) we can 
- now meet the wants of our friends in regard 
to workson Capital Punishment. We have a few 
pamphets and larger works for sale, some of which 
are from England. Should the friends of the cause 
extend to us some little encouragement in this way, 
we could afford to print a variety of tracts The fol- 
lowing is a list : 


Essays on Capital Punishment. By Charles 





Connected by a Critical and Biographical 
History. 


EDITED BY ROBERT CHAMBERS, 


ASSISTED BY ROBERT CARUTHERS AND OTHER 
EMINENT GENTLEMEN, 


To be issued semi-monthly, in 16 numbers, at 25 
cents each; forming two large imperial octa- 
vo volumes of 700 pages each, double- —& 
column letter press; with upwards 
of 300 elegant illustrations. 


HE Cycroparpria or EnGuisu Litrera- 
TURE now presented to the American public, 
originated in a desire to supply the great body of the 
people with a fund of reading derived from produc- 
tions of the most talented and the most elegant wri- 
ters in the Engligh language. It is hoped hereby, 


Spear, © 62 
Irremediability of Capital Punishment, 0 04 
Thoughts on the Death Penalty. By Charles 

C. Burleigh, 0 25 
A Report on the Punishmentof Death, made to 

the Legislature of the State of New-York. 

By John L..O’Sullivan. 1841, 0 75 
Three Discourses on Capital Punishment. By 

E. H. Chapin. 1843, 012 
Cannibalism, the crime prohibited by | Whoso 

sheddeth,’ &e. 

Letters on the Death-Penalty, addressed to his 

Excellency Gov. Briggs, and the Members 

of the Massachusetts Legislature 0 06 
Reform of the Criminal, by O. W. Bacon 0 06 
Cupital Punishments unsanctioned by the Gos- 

pel. By Henry Christmas, M. A., F: R. 

S., F. 8. A., St. John’s College, Cam- 

bridge, 0 06 

MISCES LANEOUS. 





to supplant in a measure, the frivolous and cor- 
rupting productions with which the community is 
flooded, and to substitute for them the pith and 
marrow of substantial English literature,—some- 
thing that shall prove food for the intellect, shall cul- 
tivate the taste, and stimulate the moral sense. 

The design has been admirably executed, by the 
selection and concentration of the most exquisite 
productions of English intellect, from the earliest 
Anglo-Saxon writers down to those of the present 
day. ‘The series of authors commences with Lang- 
land and Chaucer, and is continuous down to our 
time. We have specimens of their best writings, 
headed in the several departments by Chaucer, 
Shakspeare, Milton,—by More, Bacon, Locket bs 
Hooker, Taylor, Barrow,—by Addisen, Johnson, 
Goldsmith,—by Hume, Roberston, Gibbon,—set in 
a biographical and critical history of the litera- 
ture itself. The whole is embellished with splen- 
did wood engravings of the heads of the principal 
authors, and of interesting events connected with 
their history and writings. No one can give a 
glance at the work without being struck with its 
beauty and cheapness. The editor, Robert Cham- 
bers, is distinguished as the author of several histor- 
ical works connected with Scotland, and as joint ed- 
itor of Chamber’s Edinburgh Journal. 

To those whose educational privileges are few, 
who reside ata distance from libraries, and whose 
means are limited such a book must be of unspeak- 
able value, A WHOLE ENGLIsH LIBRARY FUSED 
DOWN INTO ONE CHFAP BOOK! Any man, what- 
ever his avocation or location, may thus possess in a 
portable and available form, the best inteilectual 
treasures the language affords. ‘Io those more fortu- 
nate individuals who may have the advantages of 
a regular course of education, this mullum in parvo 
will be an introduction to the great Galaxy of Eng- 
lish writers, serving, but in a more systematic and 
liberal manner, the purpose so long served by Dr. 
Knox’s ‘ Elegant Extracts.’ 

As an eviden_e of the great popularity of the work 
in England, it may be stated that no less than forty 
thousand copies have been sold in less than three 
years; and this almost without advertising or being 
indebted to any notice in the literary Reviews. 





MASSACHUSETTS! Leanner Tuomp- 
son, now confined in Worcester Jail; convic- 
ted of Arson,—time of execution not fixed. 


OHIO! Rosert Row ann, for murder of 
Francis Barker at Marshfield. Execution 
March 10th, 1848. 








REFORMATORY NOTICES, &c, 





STANDING NOTICE. 

For the sake of the friends of humanity and the 
Prisoner, the Senior Editor of the Prisoner’s Friend, 
C. Spear, would say, that he is the regular Secre- 
tary of the Massachusetts Society for the Abolition 
of Capital Punishment. Also, the Secretary of the 
Boston Society forAiding Discharged Convicts. These 
Societies are wholly distinct, having separate officers. 
Persons who wish to correspond with the Secretary in 
relation to either Society will please, therefore, direct 
their communications to this office, 40 Cornhill. Per- 
sons having any works devoted to Criminal Re- 
form would confer a great favor by dirceting them to 
him. Persons wishing lectures will please write, and 
their letters will receive immediate attention. The 
office is always freely opened to the Discharged 
Convict, his friends, or the friends of humanity gen- 
erally. On our table may be found most of the 
books on the various Reforms of the day. 





WANTED, 


A place for a stout mulatto young man, about 27 
years of age; to drive a team, carraige, work on a 
farm, or any other kind of manual labor. Enquire 
at the oflice of the Prisoner’s Friend, 





NOTICE. 
The subscriber would be glad to accommodate 
transient persons with board. 
CHARLES SPEAR, 
24 London-Street, 





TRANSIENT BOARDING. 


Persons often visit Boston to spend a few days who 
do not like to go to a Tavern. Especially is this 
true of Ladies. Should such be disposed to call 
at my house, No. 30 London Street, 1 can accom- 
modaaaaae. My house is in the South part of the 
city, ten minutes walk of the Old Colony, 
Worcester, Providence, and New-Bedford Depots. 

J. M. SPEAR. 


STAN NOTICE. 
Ho We occasi nd a number of the 


‘Prisoner’s Friend’ to persons who have not sub- 
scribed for the same; and we do so, that they may 
have the opportunity of seeing what the paper is, 
and in the hope that some of them will be induced 
to take it. 








———~ 


—— 





Receipts forthe Prisoner’s Friend. 
E. Lewis, Austinburg, Ohio, $1 50; David 


Pease, So. Wilbraham, 1 50; John Calkins, do. 19c; 
N. D. Wetmore, Rochester, N. H. 1; Z. T. Shute, 
Prospect, Me 1; Wm. H. White, Littleton, Me. 
8; Preston Day, North Wrentham, 1 50; Hiram 


In addition to the great number ef pictorial illus- 
trations given in the English edition, the American 
publishers, in confident expectation of being remu- 
nerated by an extensive sale, propose occasionally to 
enrich the numbers by presenting fine Steel and 
Mezzotint engravings of the heads of the more emi- 
nent authors. 
The publication of the American edition com- 
menced in December, and two numbers will be is- 
sued every month, until completed. Persons remit- 
ting Four Dollars, can receive the work promptly 
by mail or otherwise, as soon as published. Book- 
sellers and Agents supplied on the most liberal 
terins. 
GOULD, KENDALL & LINCOLN, 
Pusuisuers, BOSTON. 


JUST RECEIVED, 


OWLER’S new and very important work, on 
LL the connection of Physiology with the develop- 
ment of the moral and intellectual faculties, 

Price 50 cents, unbound. 











ALSO, 

The Practice of the Water Cure, by Drs. Wilson 

and Gully, of Mealvern, England, price 25 cents. 
The Sabbath Question, by C. e. Burleigh. 
Samuel J. May’s Sermon on the Enfranchisement of 
Woman, 6 cts. 
Parker’s Discourse of Religion, new edition, $1 25. 
Do. Sermon of Merchants, 12 1-2 cents. 
A Sermon on Unity and Peace, by John Weiss of 
Watertown, 12 1-2 cents. 
A Kiss for a Blow, by H. C. Wright, 37 1-2. 





DRS. J. & BENJ. F. ABBOTT’S 
BOTANIC AND THOMPSONIAN 


DISPENSARY, 


No. 140 Hanoversstreet. 


HE above establisnment is the oldest Botanic 
store in New-England, having been established 
some thirty years ago by Dr. Elias Smith. Recent- 
ly we have greatly enlarged our store, and increased 
our stock of Medicines, Books, &c., and are now 
prepared to furnish all kinds of Botanic and Thomp- 
sonian Medicines and Books, on the most favorable 

terms. } 
Physicians and dealers can be supplied by us 

with all kinds of Botanic and Thompsonian Medi- 

cines, &c., at the lowest wholesale price. 

N. B. Patients attended, as usual, in the city and 

vicinity. 

January 13. tf 





CHASE’S | 
AGUERREOTYPE ROOMS, 257Washington 
Street, Boston. Likenesses executed in the 
highest perfection of the Art. Particular attention 
paid to setting them tight. 

Jun. 6, 1847. 
BOSTON TEMPERANCE SONGSTER, 
NUMBER Hl. 


i bw 2nd Number of the Boston Temperance 
Songster is just issued by White & Potter. It 
contains 64 pages of new Songs, mostly Original, 
adapted to well known and favorite airs; at the low 
price of 4 dollars per hundred, or 60 cents per doz. 
‘Those who wish, can have the first and second 
numbers done up together, at 7 1-2 dollars per hun- 
dred, or 1 dollar per dozen. 

Send orders, accompanied with the cash, to White 
& Potter, corner of Spring Lane and Devonshire st. 








Payne, Franklin City, 2; H. M. Payne, Stoughton, 1. 





Jan. 6, 1847. il 


In addition to those on Capital Punishment, 
&c., the following, among other works, are for 
sale at the office of the Prisoner’s Friend: 

i The following may be sent by mail:— 
Letters on Clairvovance, by the celebrated Jack- 


son Davis, 0 25 
Theodore Parker’s Sermon on War, per doz. 0 62 
Single, 0 06 
Facts and Important Information for Young 
- Men, 2 - 0 12 
0. o. for Young Wo- 
men, yin 0 12 
Slaveholding and the Slavehulder’s Religion, 0 12 
Christian Non-Resistance By Adin Ballou. 0 87 
A New System ot Penmanship, oe ae 
Do. do. 0 42 
Beauties of Penmanship, 0 75 
Water Cure for Debilitated Young Men, 0 20 
Phonographie Class Book, 0 37 
Reading Lessons in do. 0 25 
Dymond on War, 015 
Reign of Peace, 0 le 


Furness’s Sermon at the Installation of Rev. 
J T Sargeant, 0 20 
Clarke’s Sermon on the Principles and the 


Character of the Disciples, 017 
Channing on Slavery, 0 25 
Green’s Exposure of Gambling, 0 37 

Do. Gambler’s Mirror, 017 
Philosophy of the Water Cure, 0 25 
Hand-Book of Hydropathy, . 0 37 
Facts in Hydropathy, 018 


Last Report of the N. York Prison Association,0 25 


Elements of Animal Magnetism, 0 10 
Power of Kindness, 0 12 
Liberty a 0 10 
Fowler on ‘Temperance, 0 06 
Do. on Matrimony, 0 25 
Do. on Tight Lacin 0 06 
Do. on Memory and futéllectual Improvement, 


Narrative of Frederick Douglass, 
Synopsis of Phrenology, 0 12 
Pictoria)Alphabet,and otherWorks for children,0 12 


Advice to the Married and Single, 0 12 
Prisoner’s Lament, by E. W. Locke. (Set to 
Music, ) 0 10 
Spooner on Poverty. 0 25 
Suggestions to Lovers and the Married, 0 25 
Engravings of W. L. Garrison, Aby K. Fos- 
ter, Daniel O’Connell, Father Mathew, 
a 050 012 037 
Phrenological Guide, 012 
Do. Almanack, 0 06 


Parker’s Sermon in regard to Criminals, Poor 
Children, Rum Sellers, &c., per doz. 


62c., sing 0 06 
Sermon on the Immortal Life, by Theodore Par- 
ker 0 12 


Conditon of the Laboring Population of New- 
York, 
by John H. Griscom, M. D., 
Fountain Minstrel, 
Opinions of Luther, Calvin and Malancthon 
on the Sabbath, 012 


jThe following may also be sent by mail 


by removing the covers. 
Titles of Jesus. By Charles Spear. 16th editior,.1 00 


121-2 
0 12 


History of Women, by Mrs. Child, 1 00 
Biography of Good Wives, 0 63 
Causes of the Decline of Manhood, 0 45 


A Condensed and Popular View of the 
Evidences of Christianity, + 
Foster’s Book-Keeping, 


House I Live in, by Dr. Alcott, 50 
Young Husband, ad 76 
Young Wife, = 75 
Young Mother, - 75 


Graham’s Letters to Young Men on Chastity, 
Life of Faith, by Prof. 8. C. Upham, 
Interior Life, by do. 

Practice of Holiness, by do. 

Mackintosh’s Electrical Theory, 


Combe’s Physiology, 75 
Do. Phrenology, 
Do. en the Constitution of Man, 50 
Do. on Diet, 50 


Memoir of Howard, 
Do. of Wilberforce, 
Do. of Jonathan Walker, 
Upham’s Manual of Peace, 
Fowler’s Phrenology, 
Fowler on the Church and Religion, 
Acts of the Elders. 
Consumption Prevented, 
Sweethearts and Wives, by T. 8. Arthur, 
Lovers and Husbands, sd 


JUST RECEIVED, 


An important work on the en of the 
Scriptures. by JonHn Prince, being a 
of Lectures in elucidation of the 


Soeococoowooeoocoeoorwowwocoosooomos 
o x 
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course 

origin of the several works composing our 

present Bible, 1 00 
Vegetable Diet, by Dr. Alcott, - @ 75 
Dz Sweetser, on Dyspepsia and Digestion, 1 00 
Mother’s Medical Guide, by Dr. Alcott, 0 62 
Voice of Solomon, ss ee 0 40 
Young Housekeeper, “6 sé 0 75 
Young Men’s Guide, “e “% 0 75 
Young Women’s Guide, “ 66 0 75 
Fact and Fiction, by Mrs. Child, 0 75 
Flowers for Children, by “ 0 37 
Conditition of the Laboring Population of New 

York, by Dr. Griscom, 0 12 
Infant Treatment, by Mrs. Barnwell, with the 

approval of Dr. Valentine Mott, of N. York, 0 25 
The Bosten Almanac for 1847, 0 25 


The Church as it was, as it is, and ag it might be. 
By Parker Pillshury. 0 15 
Also, a general assortment of School Books of 


most kinds in use. 
Cc. & J. M. SPEAR. 
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PRISONER’S FRIEND. 








POETRY. 


THE DIVISION OF THE EARTH. 


TRANSLATED FROM THE GERMAN OF sCHIL~ 
LER, 





The world is yours, said God to man, 
Take ye who will, and keep who can, 
The gift enjoy for ever more, 

Like brethren use the granted store. 


Then evory one ran in hot haste, 

The old and young, to take and taste, 
The farmer snatched the fruitful goods, 
The idle huntsman sought the woods. 


The merchant takes the wares and bales, 
The purple wine the priest regales; 
The streets and highways, saith the king, 
Are mine—the tenth of every thing. 


Then late and Jast upon his way 

The poet came when none would stay— 
‘Alas!’ he cried, ‘ for me ’tis clear, 

Of fruit and field there’s none to spare. 


‘Oh, me! my God, I am undone, 

Why didst thou slight thy own loved son?’ 
Such plaint the poor bard raised on high, 
Unto the King of earth and sky. 


* Where then were you, when all the land,’ 
Said God, ‘ was given at our command— 
Where were you, that you never sought 

That part to get which yours have thought?’ 


’ ‘The poet said, ‘In realms above 


Was all my soul with thee in love. 


‘ Mine eye was fixed upon thy throne, 
Mine ear thy music heard alone— 
Forgive.a soul, which lost in light, 
Had all this world forgotten quite.’ 


The Lord replied, ‘ What shall I do? 
The earth is gone; there’s none for you; 
The fruit, the chase, the gold, the wine, 
Are other’s now,—no longer mine; 
Beneath the sky I’ve nougat to give, 
But room we have where angels live. 
Come, when you will, on wings of fire, 
And pass py gates, and join my choir.’ 





THE FATHER IS COMING. 


BY MARY HOWITT. 


The clock is on the strike of six, 
The father’s work is done: 

Sweep up the hearth,and mend the fire, 
And put the kettle on! 

The wild night wind is blowing cold, 
"Tis dreary crossing o’er the world. 


He’s crossing o’er the world apace, 
He’s stronger than the storm; 

He does not feel the cold, not he, 
His heart it is so warm: 

For father’s heart is stout and true 

As ever human bosom knew! 


He makes all toil, all hardship light; 
Would all men were the same, 
So ready to be pleased, and ki.d, 
So very slow to blame! 
—Folks need not be unkind, austere, 
For love hath readier will than fear! 


— Say, do not close the shutters, child, 
For far along the lane 
The little window looks, and he 
Can see it shining plain! 
I’ve heard him say he loves to mark 
The cheerful firelight through the dark. 


And we’}l do all that father likes! 
His wishes are so few, 

Would they were more! that every hour 
Some wish of his I knew? 

I’m sure it makes a happy day 

When I can please him any way! 

—I know he’s coming by this sign, 
That baby ’s almost wild; 

See how he laughs, and crows, and stares, 
Heaven bless the merry child! 

His father’s self, in face and limb, 

And father’s heart is strong in him! 


Hark! hark! I hear his footsteps now— 
He’s through the garden gate; 
Run, little Bess, and ope the door, 
And do not let him wait. 
Shout, baby, shout, and clap thy hands, 
For father at the threshhold stands. 





A REED. 
BY ELIZABETH B. BARRETT. 


I am no trumpet, but a reed! 

No flattering breath shall from me lead 
A silver sound, a hollow sound! 

I will not ring, for priest or king, 

One blast that, in re-echoing, s 
Would leave a bondsman faster bound. 


1 am no trumpet, but a reed,— 

A broken reed, the wind indeed 
Left flat upon a dismal shore! 

Yet if a little maid, or child, 

Shou:d sigh within it, earnest-mild, 
This reed will answer overmore. 


] am no trumpet, but a reed! 

Go, tell the fishers, as they spread 
Their nets along the river’s edge,— 

I will not tear their nets at all, 

Nor pierce their hands—if they should fall, 
Then let them leave me in the sedge. 














PEACE DEPARTMENT. 


ON EARTH PEACE; GOOD WILL TO MEN, 























March of the Volunteers, 


The Philadelphia North American relates 
the following incidents as occurring on the 
recent departure of volunteers from Phila- 
de'phia for the war: 

Many incidents occurred that might furnish 
subjects for romance. Here was a poor 
widow with her little brood of children, 
pressing through the crowd to catch a glance 
at her son as he passed to the cars, and was 
then lost to her sight, it may be forever.— 
There the young and tender girl, the betrothed 
of some one of the volunteers, her anxiety 
struggling with her modesty, wishing, yet 
hardly daring to approach the ranks where 
he who had won her heart was waiting for the 
order to depart, leaving her but the delicate 
impression which love daguerreotypes upon 
woman’s heart for souvenir of the happy, the 
hopeful past. Then, too, there were younger 
brot'ers and sisters, watching with regretful 
eyes the departure of the train that bo e from 
them a brother who had been adopted by 
their country and enrolled among its de- 
fenders. 

We saw one woman, apparently quite 
feeble, leading a little boy by the hand, push- 
ing her way towards one of the cars which 
were to transport the [Philadelphia troops. 
She gained a place ne. the entrance, and 
though the crowd pressed hard upon her and 
the officers peremptorily ordered all to ‘ clear 
the vay,’ she maintained her place; and as 
the troops two by two, entered, her eye kept 
keen watch and scanned each face. At length, 
a fair looking lad, who eould have passed 
but a few weeks « ver the threshhold of eigh- 
teen, came along. The mother grasped his 
hand, imprinted a kiss upon his smooth cheek, 
and exclaimed, ‘Good bye, Henry, I am 
sorry you are going, but do your duty, boy, 
and .don’t forget your country’s honor, and 
your poor mother,’ A tear filled the young 
man’s eye, but the mother was like marble, 
and walked away witha firm step, though 
her heart—the crowd saw not that—might 
have been breaking. 

Asone of the companies came up Broad- 
streeta beautiful girl stepped out from the 
side-walk, took the arm of one of the volun- 
teers, and kept it until he entered the cars. 
The youth turned as his foot pressed the first 





step, but he could not speak, andthe two 
parted without exchanging a word. Near the 
foot of the train we saw a young woman 
standing an hour or more on a pile of rough 
plaster, awaiting the arrival of the city troops, 
and when at length they came, she took one 
look at the company where her husband was 
marching, and sitting down upon the snow, 
hid her face “in her apron, and continued in 
that position until the train started. Her 
mother was by her side, but for the half hour 
we stood near them, not a word was spoken. 
Her face exhibited neither grief nor fear; it 
wore the index of but one word—desolation. 

An hundred more incidents might be chron- 
icled, that passed within that short hour of 
bustle and preparation—some even more af- 
fecting than those described. Yet amid all 
these, the volunteers bore themselves man- 
fully. Many of them, doubtless, looked upon 
their friends with an ominous presentiment 
that it was for the last time they should ever 
behold them, but at the same time the laurel 
wreath, the prize which the soldier ever seeks, 
yet seldom gains, was before their eyes, and 
they turned their backs upon the cypress. 





Protest against the Mexican War. 


‘We the undersigned, members of the 
‘Church of the Disciples,’ or religiously con- 
nected therewith, wish, by a solemn declara- 
tion, to free ourselves as far as possible from 
the responsibility of the war of invasion now 
waged by the United States against Mexico. 

We take this step because we believe this 
war to be unjust and inhuman, und to be car- 
ried on from the lust of territory, and: for the 
extension of slavery, because the attitude of 
silence in which this country stands before the 
nations in regard to this war, is one of ap- 
yroval, and beeause thus our influence and| 
character, individually and collecttvely, as} 
Americans and Christians, goes to strengthen 
a scheme of oppression and blood. 

We therefore, as far as by this public act 
we can, absolve ourselves, before God and 
the Christian v orld, of all participation in, or 
approval of, this deed of violence; and we 
protest, in the name of humanity and religion, 
against the existence and continuance of tl is 


war, as dishonorable to our name and race, | 
as the forfeiture of our mission as a people, | 


and as one of the great crimes of modern 


history.’ 


The above Protest we copy from the| 


Christian World, where it is printed with a 
hundred or more names attached to it. 





TREATMENT OF ANIMALS. 


‘I would not enter.on.my list of friends, 
(Though graced with polished manners and fine sense, 
Yet wanting sensibilj;,) the man z 

Who needlessly sets foot upon a worm.’—Cowper. 











The Folly of Supposing Dumb Animals 
have no Feeling. 


It has been said, ‘that animals have no 
nerves, therefore cannot feel.’ If so, why do 
they writhe about beneath the smarting lash? 
why do they go faster when flogged? why 
start atthe prick of the spur? (Indeed, if 
they did not , neither whip nor spur 
would be of any use.) Why then do horses, 
with cruel drivers, toss their heads up and 
down, dreading blows from the but end of the 
whip? Why do brutes of every kind so evi- 
dently show that they can feel, if they have 
no feeling? I could almost wish that the in- 
human propagators of such principles could 
take the place (for a short period) of horses, 
donkeys, &c. and be well lashed and spurred, 
and beat about the head with the but-end of 
the whip; they would quickly recall their 
foolish and brutal doctrine. It argues the 
worst of hearts to be cruel to dumb creatures. 
Cruelty to infants and young children, and 
cruelty to dumb creatures, is disgraceful and 
cowardly. Consider how much you are in- 
debted to the horse for the gratification of all 
your desires—after pleasures how quickly he 
conveys you from place to place in persuit of 
all the vain amusements you seek, a slave to 
your indulgences; whilst you in return, whip 
and spur him, and fatigue himtill he is nearly 
exhausted, and then you brutally sell him to 
omnibuses and cabs, to be eut to pieces by 
galling whips and half starved. O! what a 
pity that such unfeeling brutes of men should 
have it in their power to buy beautiful young 
horses, quickly ruin them, and so dispose of 
them, 

Next look at the poor donkey, generally 
overloaded, toiling beyond its strength, weak, 
starved, incessantly beaten with a heavy 
cudgel, ‘pricked and goaded with a sharp 
pointed iron; frequently covered with sores 
and wounds, a fellow constantly crying ‘ come 
up,’ or using some worse expression, whether 
the poor beast goes fast or slow. If the mon- 
sters who drive them are inthe cart, they keep 
pulling at their mouths to make them go on, 
which always makes a donkey stop, then it 
is banged with a cudgel, and it does not know 
what to do. I speak all this from observa- 
tion and experience. I have seen a wretch 
beat a donkey on a wound till his stick was 
bathed in blood; a Jame donkey, and the fel- 
low riding .in his cart, Can ths country 
call itself a Christian country, and see such 
barbarities daily practised in our streets and 
no stop put to them? 

Can a Christian people witness the poor 
dog, the faithful dog, misplaced in life, draw- 
ing wood, mats, crockery, brooms, rugs, &c. 
with ruffians beside him urging him on 
through the hot burning sun, and not en- 
deavor to put an end to such disgraceful 
sights! Dogs suffer greatly. and have ac- 
tually gone mad, for want of plenty of water 
to drink. 

Cruelty to animals is the crying sin of this 
country. Look at our flys, our cabs, our om- 
nibusses, our upholsterer’s vans, all our light 
vans for removing of goods, errand carts, 
with six, seven, eight persons, and one 
wretched horse, which has been at work all 
the week, compelled to go till it drops with 
fatigue, beaten, driven, starved. Are these 
Christians who employ or sanction these par- 
ties? Impossible. 

Suppose the Queen’s troops all served 
under another master, they would do just 
what these nominal Christians do, They 
call Christ their King, and enlist under Him 
to do His service; whilst they really, by their 
actions, appear to be serving some other 
master. 

Christ is the God or King of Mercy, and 
enjoins it on all His subjects; then I may 
safely say, He has but few subjects compara- 
tively in this crue] country. 

‘He shall have judgment without mercy, 
who hath showed no mercy.’—James ii. 13. 
— Tract of the Royal Society. 





THE FLY. 
Occasioned by a fly drinking out of the author’s 
cup. 
Busy, curious, thirsty fly! 
Drink with me, and drink as I ! 
Freely welcome tomy cup, 
Couldst thou sip and sip it up: 
Make the most of life’ you may; 
Life is short and wears away! 


Both alike are mine and thine, 
Hastenifg quick to their decline! 
Thine’s a summer, mine no more, 





He who engages in battle is guilty both of 
murder and suicide; he not only kills his bro- 
ther, but throws his own life away. 


Though repeated to threescore! 
Threescore summers, when they’re gone, 
Will appear as short as one! 


ME CHILWS FRIEND. 

















The Providence of God, 


We wish our young readers early in life to 
put their trust in their heavenly Father, and 
never would we have them doubt his wisdom, 
power or love. He who loved to teach chil- 
dren said, that the very hairs of our heads are 
all numbered, and that not a little sparrow 
falleth to the ground without his notice. 

At this inclement season, when the streams 
are congealed and the earth is covered with 
snow and ice, and the birds seem to have no 
one to care for them, the good Parent of all 
is mindful of their littke wants. 

A few days sinee, when I was in the family 
of a benevolent clergyman in Mansfield, 1 
heard his wife,—a good woman,—repeating 
some beautiful lines to her little child. ‘They 
interested me exceedingly. I requested her 
to give me a copy of them, that I might pub- 
lish them in the Prisoner’s Friend. They 
were composed by Mrs. Gould. 1 was the 
more deeply interested in them, because a 
good young woman used so frequently to sing 
them to me in Portland when I was sick there, 
and nigh unto death. They did my soul great 
good then, and [ think our young friends will 
be delighted to read them. Here they are:— 
J. M. 8. 

THE WINTER KING. 

O what will become of thee, poor little bird? 
The muttering storm in the distance is heard; 
The rough winds are waking, the clouds growing 

black, 
They’ll soon scatter snow flakes all over thy back! 
From what sunny eclime hast thou wandered away, 
And what art thou doing, this cold winter day? 
‘I’m picking the gum from the old peach tree— 
The storm doesn’t trouble me—Pee, dee, dee, 


But what makes thee seem so unconscious of care? 
The brown earth is frozen, the branches are bare: 
And how canst thou be so light-hearted and free, 
As if danger and suffering thou never should’st see, 
When no place is near for thy evening nest? 

No leaf for thy screen, for thy bosom no rest? 

‘ Because the same hand is a shelter for me, 

That took off the summer leaves—Pee, dee, dee. 


But, man feels a burden of care and of grief, 
While plucking the cluster and binding the sheaf. 
In summer we faint, in winter we are chill’d, 
With ever a void that is yet to be filled. 

We take from the ocean, the earth and the air, 
Yet all their rich gifts do not silence our care. 


‘A very small portion sufficient will be, 
If sweetened with gratitude—Pee, dee, dee. 


I thank thee, bright monitor, for what thou hast 
taught 

Will oft be the theme of happiest thought; 

We look at the clouds—while the birds have an eye 

To Him who reigns over them, changeless and high. 

And now, little hero, pray tell me thy name, 

So that I may be sure whence my oracle came. 


‘Because in all weathers I’m weary and free, 
They call me the Winter King—Pee, dee, dee. 


But soon there’ll be snow weighing down the light 
bough, 

On whieh thou art flitting so playfully now; 

And though there’s a vesture well fitted and warm, 

Protecting the rest of thy delicate form, 

What, then, wilt thou do with thy little bare feet, 

To save them from pain ’mid the frost and the sleet? 


*T can draw them right up in my feathers, you see, 
To warm them, and fly away! Pee, dee, dee. 











PRIVATE INSTUCTION. 


HE subscriber will receive into his family sev- 


eral children (boys or girls) to be educated in- | 
Terms and references | 


tellectually and morally. 


given on applicatien. 
FREDERIC HINCKLEY. 
Leicester, Mass. Feb. 17. 


TILDEN& GANE, 
BOOK-BINDERS, 


(Over B. B. Musseys’s Book-store,) 
No. 31 Cornhill, - - BOSTON, 





PARTICULAR ATTENTION PAID TO BINDING 


OLD BOOKS, MUSIC, PAMPHLETS, &c. 
Blank Books Ruled and Bound of any Pattern, 
equal to any thing done in the city. 

F. TILDEN & H. A, GANE. 
Dec. 2, 1846. 


J. E. FARWELL & CO. 
Book, Plain and Fancy 
JOB PRINTERS, 
32 Congress Street, Boston, 
Their facilities are such as to enable them to do 
all kinds of PRINTING, cheaper than it can be 
done at any other Establishment in Boston. 
Remember the number. 
J. E. FARWELL, 
A. G. TREADWELL. 








Dec. 9, 1846. 1y49 











NOTICE. 
D T. K. TAYLOR would respectfully inform 
the sick that he still continues to attend to tho 
treatment of the various diseases of the Chest, Lungs, 
Liver, Stomach, and Chronic Derangements ol 
every kind, according to the Magnetic and Botanic 
systems-of practice, at his office, 
NO. 3. HANUVER STREET, ( Up Stairs, ) 
BOSTON. His method of treating chronic diseases 
in some respects is comparatively new ; and al- 
though acknowledged by the medical fuculty gen- 
erally, to be highly useful, yet they have mot’suf- 
ficient leisure to. adopt it. It has thus far been very 
successful. Out of about 1200 cases treated by 
Dr. 'T’. during the last two years, but eight or ten 
deaths have come to his knowledge. ‘Terms so mod- 
erate as to bring his practice within the reach of the 
poorest. 
No Charge made for Advice. 

Galvanism and Electricity applied to patients at 

any time from 8, A. M. to 8, P. M. « 

atients who wish can have a MESMERIC EX- 
AMINATION of their case, by a first rate Clair- 
voyant, without any charge except for medicines. 
Such examinations, however, can only be given be- 
tween the hours of 10 and 12, A. M., and half past 
2 and half past 4 P. M. 

Professional calls attended to by day or night, in 
the city or vicinity. Office, No. 3 Hanover Street. 
Residence, 58 Nashua Street. 

Magnetic and Botanic Medicines for sale; also 
Magnetic Apparatus for medical use. 

January 6, 1847, 


H. MANLEY § CO., 
SORGEON DENTISTS, 


No. 238 WasHInGTon-Street, Boston. 


EETH cleansed, the nerves and those decayed, 

destroyed so as to prevent them from acl ing, 
and filled with pure gold, silver, or tin foil. Boan- 
tiful Mineral Teeth inserted, on pivots, or the vest 
of Gold Plate. Whole sets made in blocks with 
gums nicely imitating nature, and attached to the 
mouth on the atmospheric principle. 

Plate Work made to poe for Dentists, and in- 
struction given in all branches of the profession, 

Teeth extracted without pain! 

Persons of feeble constitution, and in delicate 
health, and even little children, can have their tc eth 
operated on without suffering, and with perfect sofe- 
ty, under the influence of a preparation by Dr. D id- 
ley, which has been thoroughly tested, and found to 
answer well the purpose for which it was inten ed 
after many weeks trial. 

rr, performed all hours of the day rund 
night. 

The subscribers, having at great expense effect 2d 
an entrance to their rooms from Washington-strect, 
their location being central, and with every facil‘ ty 
now for carrying on all branches of the professicn, 
they hope to make their establishment equal to a: y 
in the city. All the plate work will be executed | y 
Dr. MANLEY, who was formerly a jeweller, aid 
not entrusted to bungling journeymen or awkwa-d 
apprentices; and aJl the work done at cur Rooms is 
warranted to be equal in style, quality, beauty an 
permanence to any that can be produced. 

Examinations of the teeth, and advice in refei- 
ence to their preservation, gratis. 

H. MANLEY & CO., 
238, Washington-st. 


NEW ENGLAND 
SECOND HAND 


CLOTHING STOR", 


56 Unionestreet, - - BOS FON, 
JOHN WRIGHT 
Keeps constantly on hand a good assortmeut of 
NEW AND SECOND HAND CLOTHING. 
iF Goods of all kinds taken in exchan ze for 
New Clothing, such as Old Clothes, W. I. 4 oods, 
Watches, Boots and Shoes, &c. 
*,* Cash advanced on all kinds of Goods, frin $1 
upto $100 


VAPOR BATHS, &C. 
V. BADGER & CO , No.175 Tremont S'ireet, 
¢ oposite the Tremont House, manufactme and 
have constant.y for sale Bates’ Patent Ch» uber 
Shower Baths. 

_Also—Vapor Baths and Bathing Apparatus of all 
kinds—Britannia Ware, o! superior finish and latest 
fashion—fine Tin Ware, &c. &c. 

Jan. 6, 1847. 


MILLIKEN’S 


New Eating and Lodging House, 
Heap or Norrouk Avenue, 
(Rear of 185 1-2 Washington Street,) 
BOSTON. 
jC} Entrance to Ladie’s Rooms, No. 16 Prov- 

ince House Court. 





Jan. 27 

















AGENTS, 
MASSACHUSETTS, 
Nantucket, - - Isaac Austin, 
Annisquam, T. A. Smith. 
Taunton, - - Benj. Spinney, 
Hyannis, - = Capt. Cc. Goadapest, 
Orleans, - ,- 8. Higgins. 
Altleboro’, - - Noah Jackman. 
Leominster, - - M. Polly. 
Woburn, - - Nathan Wyman. 
East Medway, - - Rev. Wm. Coe. 
Weymouth, - - Darius Smith. 
Readiny, - - E. Munroe. 
Worcester, - - Wm. R. Bliss. 
Salisbury, - - Jonathan Fowler. 
Danvers, - - Postmaster, 
New Bedford, - ~ John Bailey, 
Norton, - H. Bates. 
Brewster, - - G. Higgins, P. M. 
Truro, - Rev. Mr. Clark. 
Marblehead, ~ J. 8. Hammond. 
Hubbardston, - - J. A. Waite. 
Holliston, ~ Hiram A. Morse. 
Needham, - ~ E. K. Whitaker. 
Ashfield, - - Leonard Church. 
| Ashby, - - Rev. W. P. Huntington. 


Edgarton, Capt. C. Thaxter, 


Medford, - Timothy Cotting. 
VERMONT. 
Barre, . - Rev. Mr. Sanborn. 
Woodstgck, - = Haskell & Palmer. 
Brattleboro,’ - - Dr. Spaulding. 
MAINE, 
Dexter, - - Asa Spooner. 
Bethel, Oxford Co., - A. J. Grover. 
NEW-HAMPSHIRE, 
Ma nchester, - - E. K. Rowell, 
Milford, - - Leonard Chase. 
| Halifaz, - = Rev. I. Thompson. 
NEW-YORK. 
Auburn, - - Ira Curtis, 
MICHIGAN. 
Adrian, Lenawee Co. W. W. Hebbard. 
Kalamazoo, - - W. H. Gray. 
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